CROSSING  THE   BAR

fashioned for his post, and that the officials on the
Treasury Bench could always disarm him by the tribute
of an occasional compliment. In 1875 anew figure and
an entirely new force came into the House of Commons:
Mr. Charles Stewart Parnell was elected as representa-
tive for the County of Meath, in succession to John
Martin, one of the rebels of 1848, who had just died ;
and with ParneU's coming there came a new and mem-
orable chapter of events in the history of the House of
Commons.

I shall naturally have a good deal more to say in
these reminiscences about Parnell and his career, and I
only make this sudden incursion into politics just now
because it serves to open a fresh chapter of my personal
recollections. It had seemed to me for some time that
the new Home Rule movement had life and promise in
it; and that the resolve to make the House of Commons
the platform from which to appeal to the justice and the
sympathy of the English people was likely to prove
itself the true method to bring about success. I had
said as much as this in writings and in speeches; and I
was getting to be known in Ireland as one of the Lon-
don Irishmen from whom fidelity to the National cause
might fairly be expected. Suddenly I received an in-
vitation to offer myself as candidate for a vacancy
which had arisen in the County of Longford, Ireland,
by the death of its former representative. The circum-
stances under which I received the invitation were
somewhat peculiar and odd. We were fond of private
theatricals in our Fitzroy Square Bohemia, and on one
particular night, in our house, a number of young
friends were venturing on a performance of Shake-
speare's * Love's Labour's Lost.' I had undertaken no
higher part in the representation than that of a sort of

287suggestion, Butt put his views into the form of a letter
